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Introduction and acknowledgements
Like many other projects, this book was prompted by the turn of the millennium.   The Welbury Parish Council had asked for ideas to commemorate such a rare and significant event, and so the Welbury History Project was under way in 1999.

If the millennium was the prompt, the inspiration was undoubtedly Mrs Mary Ellen Boyes.  She came to Welbury as a two year old, at the beginning of the twentieth century.  A perceptive observer, with a clear memory reaching back into early childhood, she took a keen interest in local history somewhat ahead of her time; discussions with villagers have often referred to what Mrs Boyes had said.  Fortunately she recorded her observations and historical notes in exercise books during the 1960s and 70s. 

It is fitting therefore to show Mrs Boyes presiding over the Victoriana exhibition in our frontispiece.  Her notes relating to life in Welbury are reproduced in the book.  Her son Frank Boyes, and other members of the family, have made the notes available and supported the project with their own extensive recollections.

The book in its substantial form would not have been possible without sponsors.  Firstly, we are pleased to record our thanks and acknowledgement to Welbury Parish Council for a £50 donation to help start the project.  Secondly, Andy Hinton, Director of Customer Services, kindly arranged a donation of £500 from Yorkshire Water.  Then application for a Help the Aged Millennium Award, funded by the National Lottery, was successful and a grant of almost £5,000 was gratefully received.  This provided for free copies to be distributed to residents of Welbury.

Encouraged by the grants, and now pressed by the restricted time scale, both for spending the Millennium Grant and for delivering the book, the team set about its work.  The objective was to provide a durable and valued commemorative book for the village.  Yet it could not be exhaustive.  We would collect what we reasonably could in the time available.

Sources are given, sometimes with comments about them, to assist people in following up details.  There is very much more to do, particularly searching and distilling primary records of courts, local authorities, estates and historical organisations.  We have tried to build a picture of Welbury through the ages, to give a source for most of the better known "facts", and to indicate where major contemporaneous historical developments might have impacted upon the village.

We are grateful for the help, and in some instances permission to extract from sources, of the North Yorkshire County Reference Library at Northallerton, the County Records Office, the County Heritage Unit, Thirsk Museum, the Dorman Museum, Middlesbrough Reference Library, the University of Teesside Library, the West Yorkshire Archive Service in Leeds who keep the Harewood Estate records, Jane Greenwell who made available her collection of photographs of village life, and the many residents who made material available.

Alongside the documentary work, and this was much the greater motivation, we sought to capture reminiscences of Welbury life especially from the older generation.  We relied on volunteers coming forward.  We were certainly not disappointed!  The many stories emerging were both fascinating and amusing.  The older residents have seen the transformation from horse-powered agriculture, through the first motor cars in the village, to today's racy world of commuters and computers.  And it's not all for the better!  People knew, and helped, each other better in a more stable community.

Some contributors have written their own pieces for the book.  Others have given interviews to recount their reminiscences.  Some have provided interesting documents, such as old stories, letters, deeds, poems and notices.  Many have provided photographs, several going back to the middle of the 19th Century (some  are to be stored in the archive) and many have helped check the text at various stages throughout the project.  Some have contributed special articles.  So many have helped in large or small measure that it is difficult to provide either a complete list or to single out individuals here, but sources are acknowledged in the relevant chapters.

We hope this book will be not only commemorative, but also a stimulation for further interest in local history in the future.  An archive has been created to keep some of the detailed material from which the book is drawn.  It will be possible to accumulate new material for the archive, perhaps from future events, as well as from new discoveries of old times.  

There remain two great mysteries.  When was there a first settlement in Welbury?  There is good evidence that the nearby area has been populated since the iron age and probably since the stone age, but records of definite settlement strictly in Welbury go back only a thousand years.  Secondly, what is the origin of the substantial platform behind School House?  Was it the original manor of the Domesday book, or was it something entirely different?  

The Welbury History Project team initially was Mike O'Carroll, Angela Ovenston, Geoff Sharp, Betty Unwin and Gordon Wade.  It was later joined by Stuart Mackie.  John Ovenston provided technical support.  Linda Adamska, Yvonne Clinton and Linda Crosby have assisted with typing.  Despite leaving the village near the end of 1999, John Ovenston has scanned and processed all the images and Angela Ovenston has retained editorial co-ordination of the text.

Mike O'Carroll

April 2000
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